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Preauthorization

A decision by your health insurer or plan that a health care service, treatment plan,
prescription drug or durable medical equipment is medically necessary. Sometimes called prior
authorization, prior approval or precertification. Your health insurance or plan may require
preauthorization for certain services before you receive them, except in an emergency.
Preauthorization isn't a promise your health insurance or plan will cover the cost.

Related Content

e Doctor Choice & Emergency Room Access (/health-care-law-protections/doctor-choice-
emergency-room-access/)

4 BACK TO GLOSSARY INDEX

Can we improve this page?

DAYS LEFTTO
ENROLL

FI3Z (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#CHINESE) | KREYOL (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#CREOLE) | FRANGAIS (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#FRENCH) |
DEUTSCH (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#GERMAN) | 3\1,"6’2[({1 (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#GUJARATI) | f&at (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#HINDI) | ITALIANO
(/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#ITALIAN) | HZEE (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#JAPANESE) | 2t=0{ (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#KOREAN) | POLSKI
(/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#POLISH) | PORTUGUES (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#PORTUGUESE) | PYCCKWW (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#RUSSIAN) |
ESPANOL (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#SPANISH) | TAGALOG (/LANGUAGE-RESOURCE/#TAGALOG) | TIENG VIET (/LANGUAGE-

RESOURCE/#VIETNAMESE)

A federal government website managed and paid for by the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD
21244. Health Insurance Marketplace® is a registered trademark of the Department of Health and Human Services.

https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/preauthorization/

7


https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.healthcare.gov/health-care-law-protections/doctor-choice-emergency-room-access/
https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#chinese
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#creole
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#french
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#german
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#gujarati
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#hindi
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#italian
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#japanese
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#korean
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#polish
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#portuguese
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#russian
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#spanish
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#tagalog
https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#vietnamese
https://www.hhs.gov/

